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UNITED NATIONS

BAN KI-MOON PAYS A TRIBUTE TO BENIN. A VETERAN OF PLURALISM

DEMOCRACY

THEY HAVE ORGANISED FOUR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS SINCE 1991

Here is the speech addressed by Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary General of the United
Nations Organization, to the parliament of the Republic of Benin, on June 14th 2010,
few weeks before the celebration of 50th anniversary of their independence.

Thank you for warmly welcoming. It is always a pleasure for me to be in Africa and to
appreciate the warm friendship of the populations of this great continent. I am happy to
visit Benin few weeks before their 50th anniversary of independence celebration.

This anniversary is an opportunity to remember the sacrifices for independence, and to
assess what has been achieved. There are Reasons for Benin to be proud. Allow me to
congratulate you on the progress made.

I would like to particularly remind you of the agreement reached in 1990 by the people
of Benin. This year, you have decided to solve together the divide, through a national
conference that opened a new era of responsibility, respect of human rights,
democracy.........

I pay a tribute to the positive role played by the politicians, the media, the religious and
traditional organizations and the civil society during the process of transition and the
period to follow.

Benin is a veteran as far as pluralism democracy is concerned. Since 1991, you have
been organizing four presidential elections, five legislative elections and two local
elections. Benin has shown they are capable of solving conflict....peacefully through
dialog that leads finally to consensus.

Though Africa development, first depends on African themselves, the international
community support continues being crucial. Any country like Benin, that has the
courage and maturity to initiate democratic reforms, will benefit from it. The United
Nations Organization is proud to work with the people of Benin.

In New York and here, thanks to our team on location, we are ready to enlarge your
territory of successes and to help you in the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals.

(English translation by Dr. Emmanuel GBEVEGNON)
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